
OFFICIAL PROGRAMMEOFFICIAL PROGRAMME

Weymouth v 
Dorchester Town
08~08~2026
15:00 kick off

Weymouth v 
Dorchester Town
08~08~2026
15:00 kick off

Pitching In Southern
League  Division One South

Pitching In Southern
League  Division One South
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Champion of Champions: 2018/19 | Dr Martens Southern
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1979/80 | Bob Lord Trophy: 1982 | Southern League Cup: 1973 |
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Mark Frowde Cup: 5 Times | Sammy McGowan Cup: 2005 | W.C.
Floodlight League: 1967, 1973  | W.C. Floodlight Cup: 1974, 1986
| Jewson Wessex Combination Champions: 1999/2000 |
Southern Premier League: 1951/52, 1954/55, 1977/78,
2003/04 | Southern League Cup: 1953, 54, 65, 71, 78 | Beazer
Homes Southern League 1991/92 | Western League - 3 Times
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Good afternoon and welcome to the Bob Lucas Stadium for what is
always one of the biggest fixtures of the season.

I'd like to extend a warm welcome to everyone from Dorchester
Town, their players, officials and supporters. Derby matches always
carry a little extra edge, and after both clubs experienced the
disappointment of relegation last season, today's game marks the
beginning of a new chapter. There is no hiding from the fact that
both clubs will have ambitions of challenging at the top end of the
division, and that should make for an excellent contest this
afternoon.

While the close season is often judged by signings and pre-season
results, there has been an enormous amount of work taking place
behind the scenes to strengthen Weymouth Football Club for the
future.

One of the most significant developments has been agreeing a
long-term partnership with AFC Bournemouth Women, who will
make the Bob Lucas Stadium their home. It is a partnership that
provides an important new income stream for the club, increases
the use of our facilities and helps strengthen our financial
sustainability, while also bringing another high-quality level of
football to the stadium.

We've also invested heavily in the way the club operates. This
summer has seen the launch of our own in-house ticketing
platform, allowing us to take control of one of the most important
parts of the matchday experience. Alongside that has come a
completely redeveloped website, new digital services for supporters
and the continued development of our own mobile app, ensuring
we continue modernising the club while improving the experience
for everyone who follows the Terras.
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BOOST
THE BUDGET
We’re pleased to announce the return of our “Boost the Budget”

campaign for the upcoming season!
Thanks to your backing last time, the campaign made a real impact —

and we’re excited to build on that momentum. Your support plays a vital
role in helping us strengthen the squad and continue pushing forward

both on and off the pitch.
This initiative is a fantastic way for fans to directly contribute to the

club’s ambitions, and we’d love for you to be part of it once again. Every
contribution, big or small, makes a difference.

More details can be found via the attached links.

contributing
towards a better
weymouth



Away from technology, we've continued to develop our commercial
offering, strengthen relationships with sponsors and partners, and
expand opportunities across the club, including the continued
growth of our women's programme and our links with the local
community. Every one of these projects has the same aim – to leave
Weymouth Football Club in a stronger position both on and off the
pitch.

None of this would be possible without the dedication of our
volunteers, staff, directors, sponsors and supporters. The progress
we've made this summer has been a genuine team effort, and I
thank everyone who has played their part. 

As for this afternoon, derby matches rarely need much introduction.
Form often goes out of the window and the local rivalry speaks for
itself. These are the occasions players, supporters and everyone
connected with both clubs look forward to. I'm sure we'll see two
committed teams giving everything for their respective clubs.

Let's make plenty of noise, get right behind the lads from the first
whistle and help create the atmosphere that makes the Bob Lucas
Stadium such a difficult place for visiting teams.

Enjoy the game.

Up the Terras!
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Good Afternoon,

Welcome back to the Bob Lucas and to the new season
ahead. I would like to welcome the Board, staff, players
and fans of Dorchester FC to this great opening game.

I hope you are all well and have enjoyed the off season.

We have had a very productive off season both on and off
the field. The club has moved forwards both on and off
the pitch and I’m really looking forward to the season
ahead.

We have bought some new additions into the squad
which will bring great depth and quality to the side in our
push for promotion this season.

Please get behind the team today and make some noise
for them. Your support is invaluable and will make a
difference in today’s game and throughout the season,
let’s get off to a good start today and set ourselves up for
a successful season.

Up the Terras

DUGOUT
FROM THE

Wellsy



Pre-Match Meal, match admission, car park tickets, half time refreshments,
Cheese and Biscuits post match. Season tickets holders have a reduced rate.

Upgrade to a discounted season-long pass for £800 + VAT per person
including season ticket. 

MATCH BALL £185

For 2 people, Pre-Match Meal, Match admission, Choose and have a Photo with
the Man of the Match, Car Park tickets, Half Time Refreshments, Cheese and
Biscuits post match, write up in online programme

MATCH DAY
SPONSORSHIP
& HOSPITALITY
MATCH DAY £300
For 4 people, Pre-Match Meal, Match admission, Car Park tickets & Half Time
Refreshments, Cheese and Biscuits post match, write up in online programme

For 2 people, Pre-Match Meal, Match admission, Car Park tickets & Half Time
Refreshments, Cheese and Biscuits  post match,  Signed Ball, write up in
online programme

MAN OF THE MATCH £180

MATCH DAY HOSPITALITY £49 EACH PER PERSON/GAME 

BOOK NOW BY CONTACTING
CLAIRE PAVEY
On 01305-785558, or via email
hospitality@weymouthfootballclub.co.uk



Well known Wykeite and dedicated Terras' fan Godfrey Spracklen
passed away during the close season aged 81 years. Members of
his family are remembering the much-loved and popular man this
afternoon who rarely missed a home game over 60-plus years of
devotion. Amongst their number are grand-daughters Dani and
Jess Beals who are making their first visit to the Bob Lucas to
support their home-town team.

INTRODUCING OURMATCH SPONSOR
THE FAMILY OF

GODFREY SPRACKLEN

It is believed that Godfrey
started supporting Weymouth
in 1962 while employed at
Sapsworth Meat Factory in
Camp Road, Wyke. The Terras
were a colossal force in non-
league football back then and
the Chairman was Mr.
Sapsworth who also worked at
the factory along with the
club’s then centre-half who
worked on the meat bench.
This was when Weymouth
enjoyed a tumultuous run in
the FA Cup, securing Northern
ties at Morecambe and then
Preston. CAPTION: Godfrey Spracklen pictured on 17th November,

2024 celebrating his 80th birthday and proudly holding a
framed, commemorative Weymouth home shirt donated by

Dorchester Plumbing Supplies.



OURMATCH SPONSOR

cont...

Godfrey and friends took long trips on the train, leaving late at
night. The trip to Preston was memorable because, when they got
to the ground, fog descended and they couldn’t see the players. All
they could see was Weymouth’s goalkeeper, Billy Bly, left alone on
the pitch when all the other players had been taken off due to
poor visibility! The game was eventually abandoned and sadly,
precious few away fans, including Godfrey, could make the
replayed game.

After that introduction Godfrey was to witness the full decades-
long roller-coaster ride that comes with the territory as a
Weymouth fan. Not surprisingly he counted the FA Cup double-
header with Nottingham Forest in 2005 as a major highlight -
joining hundreds of supporters on the train to the City Ground for
the initial First Round tie before experiencing the heartbreak of a
narrow 2-0 defeat at the Wessex in the replay.

Like all Terras' fans Godfrey was disappointed to see his side
relegated at the end of last season but he would have been full of
optimism as always today - the start of a new campaign against
old rivals Dorchester. He would have loved nothing more than to
witness the club's resurgence as it hopefully works its way back up
the pyramid.

THE FAMILY OF
GODFREY SPRACKLEN



get in touch 
Pick your game and

MASCOT
PACKAGES
MASCOT

PACKAGES

Whether it’s your first game or fiftieth, our
mascot packages promise an unforgettable day
for the whole family. Don’t miss out on this
fantastic opportunity!

How to Book
To book your Mascot Package please book
through https://uptheterras.co.uk/mascots/
Spaces are limited, so be sure to book early to
avoid disappointment.

About Our PackagesAbout Our Packages

BE PART OF THE
ACTION 

Get up close and personal with your
football heroes! Jumping back stage.

MEET THE PLAYERS ANDMEET THE PLAYERS AND
COACHESCOACHES

MEET THE PLAYERS AND
COACHES

Enjoy the chance to feel like a player and
warm up on the pitch with prior to kick off.

WARM UP WITHWARM UP WITH
PLAYERSPLAYERS

WARM UP WITH
PLAYERS

Explore behind the scenes of the stadium,
visiting the changing rooms and more!

GUIDED STADIUM TOURGUIDED STADIUM TOURGUIDED STADIUM TOUR

Soak up the atmosphere and walk onto
the pitch with your chosen player

experiencing the ultimate matchday thrill.

WALK OUT WITH THEWALK OUT WITH THE
TEAMTEAM

WALK OUT WITH THE
TEAM

INCLUDED IN YOUR DAY

ka t e@weymou t h i t c . c o . u k
FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://uptheterras.co.uk/mascots/
VISIT

£60
ENJOY 20%OFF WHEN

YOU BOOK FOR FOUR

OR MORE

mailto:kate@weymouthitc.co.uk
https://uptheterras.co.uk/mascots/


INTRODUCING OUR MASCOTS
Jasmine is 9 years old and goes to
Wyke Regis Junior school.

“I'm really excited to be today's
mascot at Weymouth FC! I play for
Ridgeway Falcons U10 and my
favourite position is winger. I love
learning new tricks, using my speed
to beat defenders and having fun
with my teammates every time I
play.”

Her favourite Terra is Tom Bearwish.

Eli is older than our normal
mascots.

He no longer plays football.

He is an electrician apprentice and
Worst FPL player in Weymouth!

His favourite player is also Tom
Bearwish.

We would also like to welcome two
mascots who are the Air FM competition

winners 



CLARET & BLUE

LOTTERY

GREAT NEWS TERRAS FANS!
OUR LOTTERY IS EVEN EASIER TO SIGN UP TO THROUGH ONLINE

APPLICATION PROCESS AND EACH NUMBER CHOSEN IS £5 PER MONTH

PROCEEDS ARE DONATED TO THE PLAYING BUDGET AND
THERE ARE CURRENTLY 3 MONTHLY PRIZES - THESE CAN

INCREASE AS THE NUMBERS OF PLAYERS GROW



Good afternoon and welcome back to the Bob Lucas Stadium for
the start of a new campaign. With last season ending in the most
gutting fashion, I think I speak for all Terras fans when I say let’s
hope this is the start of a promotion season.

The off-season has flown by, and it has been as busy as always.
Various improvements have been made around the ground, some
of which have been to accommodate AFC Bournemouth Women,
who will play their home games at the Bob Lucas Stadium this
season. We are also delighted to be playing on the current,
unfamiliar sight of green grass, with thanks to our grounds team
and all our volunteers at the club. I have also stepped up to the role
of Interim Chairman of the SA, so feel free to speak to me if you have
any concerns or ideas.

The second half of 2025 brought lots of change and turbulence to
the club. With the appointment of Jamie Wells, who, despite
relegation, I think did a good job and improved our results, as well
as some other changes off the field, I think we are now in a stable
position as a football club.

Before we get under way, we’d like to welcome everyone from
Dorchester Town to the Bob Lucas Stadium. Dorchester will have
similar ambitions to us this season, so who knows how vital three
points this afternoon will be come 17th April, when we play our last
league game at SC Inkberrow. Historically, at the Bob Lucas
Stadium, we have had the edge over our neighbours north of the
Ridgeway, having lost only one league game against them here. 

We need you, the Terras fans, to bring the atmosphere today to help
the team secure local bragging rights and begin the season with
three points. 

Be the 12th man! COYT

Supporters’Association
FROM THE

Adam





Tune in:
  https://www.airdorset.com/player/air-xtra/

https://www.airdorset.com/player/air-xtra/




Good afternoon everyone and normally this is the part I wish our
visitors well on their visit to the Bob Lucas but in this case, I do not
extend that welcome to our foes from across the Ridgeway.

So here we go again but this time for the first time we enter
unchartered territory in a league unfamiliar to us and a league
which sums up how far we have fallen the past five years. That being
said I am confident that this can be the start of a revival. 

Our foes this afternoon are also experiencing something unfamiliar
and being in this league with ourselves. The Magpies preseason
form also would not fill me with particular confidence with defeats
to Bashley and Portchester in preseason with their recruitment also
being very underwhelming. From the brink of the National League
South to Portland and Worcester Raiders. But also, likewise this also
applies to ourselves. 

It is absolutely imperative we start fast in this league and be
absolutely ruthless against these teams who should not be
anywhere near a club of our size and also that of our foes this
afternoon. Title success is the only option this season and with our
preseason performances I am confident we can rapidly run away
with this league and be well clear by Christmas. 

Let us get behind Jamie and the boys and get off to the best
possible start in this farmers league. 

C’MON YOU TERRAS  

Terraces
FROM THE

Thomas

Thomas Taylor



Thank you to our
Sponsors

https://tgexpress.co.uk/


NUMBERS BEHIND
THE GAME

STATS AND FACTS

vsDorchester Town

                                 DUNCAN GARDNER          @TERRASTATMAN

League form
WEY – WDLWL - Last L0-2 v

Berkhamsted(A)
 DOR – LDLDL - Last L0-4 v Sholing(H)

Biggest W/L v Dorchester
Win – 16-0 (Dorset league, 1899)

 Loss – 2-6 (Dorset Senior cup 2011)

“The Magpies” in the league - 
2025/26 – 20th in Southern league Premier
 2024/25 – 5th in Southern league Premier Squads last time we met

 6th April 2026 – 
DREW 0-0 – Southern League Premier

TERRAS – Evans, Betts, Brooks, Pollock,
Hutchinson; Robinson, Neale (Moss, 89);
Swann (Hanger, 81), Bearwish, Burrows

(Genesini, 69); Goodship

Magpies – Benfield, Hodson (Spetch, 90),
Haste(Pardoe, 86), Williams, Wright,

Chubinidze, Moore, Robinson(Crosbie, 79),
Daws (Wooding, 93), Murray (Landa, 86),

McIntosh

Last 6 WFC games & scorers v
Dorchester

25/26 D0-0(H) Southern league Prem.
 25/26 W2-0(A) Dorset Senior Cup –

Bearwish, Douglas
 25/26 W2-1(A) Southern league Prem. –

Bearwish, Goodship
 24/25 L0-2(H) Friendly

 22/23 W2-0(H) Dorset Senior Cup – Rose(2)
 22/23 W1-0(H) Friendly – “Trialist D”

 Manager – Glenn Howes(3 months)
Previous managers (most recent first) -

Wes Fogden(3 months), 
Tom Killick(2 years, 5 months)

Played for both teams (a selection)

There have almost 200 players that have
featured for both teams! Those with the
most competitive appearances for the

Terras are:- 
A. Browne(532), J. Clarke(503), I.

Hutchinson(488), S. McGowan(438), P.
Arnold(436), J. Matthews(409), C.

Brooks(404)

Most league goals v all in 25/26 
 15 – Brandon Goodship(WEY)

 9 – Joe Parker(DOR)
 7 – Tom Bearwish(WEY)

 6 - Wayne Robinson(DOR)

Most goals in this fixture (Last 50 years)
9 – Anni Iannone(WEY)

 7 – Brandon Goodship(WEY)
 6 – David Laws(WEY), Paul Thorne(DOR)
 5 – Lee Phillips(WEY), Matt Groves(DOR)

Record v Dorchester
ALL – P179 W105 D36 L38 (W59% D20%

L21%)
 Home – P90 W56 D18 L16 (W62% D20%

L18%)



                                 DUNCAN GARDNER            @TERRASTATMAN

A new season beckons but in one way
little has changed as we face local rivals
Dorchester! There are many statistical
quirks surrounding our curtain raiser this
weekend but first I need to address a
mis-reported fact – this will NOT be our
first season at step 4 of the non-league
pyramid but it is the first time since
1920/21 that our most senior football has
been played at step 4. That season we
plied our trade in the Dorset league with
two Western league divisions and one
Southern division above us.
  
One of the statistical quirks is being
drawn to play Dorchester on the opening
day meaning there have only been three
league games since our last clash – a
record with a season break in between –
and it is the first time we have played
another Dorset team in the first league
game of a campaign since Blandford
United in 1930!

This is the second time though that the
Ridgway derby has been played as the
league debut game in a season but we
have to go way back to 1899 for that
encounter – a game that just happens to
be our record win against anyone - a 16-0
victory when our opponents pretty much
downed tools in a protest against the
scheduling of the fixture.

NUMBERS BEHIND
THE GAME

STATS AND FACTS

vsDorchester Town
We haven’t always had it so easy against
the Magpies but recent encounters have
definitely gone the way of the Terras with
14 competitive games without a loss
stretching back to a Southern league
game in 2015. At home its 11 games in
league and cup since a victory at the Bob
Lucas stadium for the black & whites, a
Dorset Senior cup win in 2011. The last
time Dorchester travelled back up north
with all three points from Weymouth was
incredibly 33 years ago in 1993!

In terms of personnel who have featured
for both clubs there have of course been
hundreds but there are two who have
crossed the divide just this summer – Wes
Fogden moving from north to south with
Matty Burrows travelling in the opposite
direction.

Who comes out on top in this game will
enjoy bragging rights until we meet again
in the league in March but, I am sure all
fans will want a more exciting game than
the April encounter – the first 0-0
Ridgeway derby in 14 years and only the
5  overall!th





Supporters Coach - 
Contact 
Claire Pavey  
01305 785558

or visit  https://uptheterras.co.uk/away/

Bingo
Normally the First Friday of every month..
Next one

FRIDAY 4  September 2026th

All proceeds go to the travel club

Away Travel
Tickets must be

bought in
advance

https://uptheterras.co.uk/away/


DORCHESTER TOWN
HISTORY

The history of Dorchester Town Football
Club can be traced back originally to 1871
and the founding of The Dorchester
Football Club. Like many clubs of that era,
the Club played the rules of football that
later evolved to become what is known
today as rugby, but nevertheless the club
quickly “attained an enviable reputation
for respectability and skill” according to
the Dorset County Chronicle.

By the end of the decade, the craze of
Association Rules for the game of football
had swept along the south coast, and on
Monday, 18th October 1880, the town’s
men gathered in The Kings’ Arms Hotel to
“resuscitate” The Dorchester Football Club
under association rules. They would play
their home games at The Recreation
Ground on Weymouth Avenue, which was
home to the cricket club in the summer
months. Leonard Robinson became the
club’s first-ever captain, a position he
would hold for many years.

Due to the importance of the town’s
economy to the wider region, while most
of the country typically took their half-
holiday on a Saturday afternoon, the
townsfolk of Dorchester took theirs on a
Thursday, the day after market day. While
the Saturday team of Dorchester Football
Club struggled in the Dorset League, the
Thursday team excelled. The town’s
unique weekend arrangements meant
that many Dorchester clubs struggled to
organise matches with opposition on
Thursdays or to muster a team for
Saturday matches outside of town. In the
1908/09 season, the club imposed a policy
of only playing fellow Dorchester teams
and visiting military teams.

However, this policy only lasted for one
season, and in the following year, an
alternative plan was drawn up. On 26
August 1910, representatives from
Dorchester United (cricket), Rovers
(cycling), Athletic, and Wanderers
attended The Dorchester Football Club
AGM and agreed to join them to create “a 

team worthy of the good old town of
Dorchester.”

It was here that the club adopted its new
name of Dorchester Town Football Club to
signify its new united ambition for the
town. In 1929, the club moved from the
Recreation Ground to the dedicated
Avenue Football Ground. Just five years
later, a remarkable event took place at the
ground on 30 August 1934. To
commemorate the centenary of the
Tolpuddle Martyrs, Lloyd George MP, the
last of the Liberal Prime Ministers held a
rally at a packed Avenue Ground. In the
afternoon, Dorchester Town hosted the
London Labour Football Club, followed in
the evening by a game against an
international workers’ XI.

With post-war football thriving across the
country, the club joined the Western
League in 1947 and two years later turned
professional with Mr. K.W. Holland
declaring, “People will not turn up in large
numbers to watch Dorset league football.”
With the club now averaging gates of
between 1000-1500, the club were able to
attract bigger names to the club - none
more so than former Wolves Goalkeeper,
Ken Bird, who joined as player-manager
from AFC Bournemouth. Bird quickly led
the Magpies to success, winning the
Western League Championship in 1954/55.
The same year also saw us reach the First
Round Proper of the FA Cup. Qualifying
rounds saw us score victories over Poole,
Bournemouth Gasworks, Portland and
Winchester. In the first round, the club
hosted fellow non-leaguer's Bedford Town
in front of a gate of 3,500. A 2-0 win saw
the club rewarded with the plum tie of
York City at home. A record crowd of 5,750
packed out the Avenue Ground, but
despite taking the lead, the Magpies
would fall short, losing 5-2. York would go
on to make the semi-finals that year.

The following year (1955/56), Dorchester
Town once again made the first round
proper. Having put aside Newport IoW in



DORCHESTER TOWN
HISTORY

the final qualifying round, the club was
drawn away to Norwich City. A packed
Carrow Road saw the Magpies fall to a 4-0
defeat. They again reached the First
Round proper in 1956/57. After being taken
to a replay by Bideford, their reward was a
trip to Loftus Road to face Queen’s Park
Rangers, where they once again fell to a 4-
0 defeat.For the fourth year running,
Dorchester Town reached the First Round
Proper in a campaign that really turned
heads. A local derby was on the cards in
the fourth qualifying round as the club
was drawn away to then high-flying local
rivals Weymouth. Almost 6,000 were in
attendance as a 2-2 draw brought them
back over the Ridge, where a packed-out
Avenue Ground watched the Magpies
defeat the old enemy 2-1. The prize was
the visit of the then-famous amateur team
- and indeed holders of the FA Amateur
Cup - Wycombe Wanderers. The Magpies
ran out 3-2 winners in a pulsating game.
An away trip to Plymouth Argyle would
await, but again, they would stumble to a
heavy defeat to league opposition, this
time 5-2.Then in ’59, Dorchester Town were
at it again. A Dinky Curtis goal against
Weymouth gave the club another derby
cup victory and put them in the First
Round hat, where they were drawn away
to Port Vale. Bill Gillett equalised, but the
team slipped to a narrow 2-1 defeat.

The club joined the Southern League
(South) in 1972 and five years later finished
runners-up to Margate to gain promotion
to the Premier Division. The following
season saw the Magpies curtailed by the
formation of The Alliance League (now The
National League). Struggling in their initial
season in the Premier Division (1978-79),
they fell four places short of making the
cut into the new league and were placed
into the reformed Southern Division.
Dorchester Town celebrated their
centenary season by winning the
Southern Division at the first time of
asking, but with no promotion to the
Alliance Premier in its first season of
existence, they were denied the chance to 

play at the highest level of non-league
football.

The following season, the club once again
tasted FA Cup glory. A replay win over
Minehead saw them rewarded with an all-
Dorset clash at home to AFC
Bournemouth in front of a sold-out
Avenue Ground. A famous Paul Thorne
goal took the club back to Dean Court,
where a last gasp extra-time goal broke
Magpies hearts.

A severe financial crisis hit in the mid-
eighties, with relegation and near
bankruptcy. However, a remarkable season
in 1986/87 saw the club win the league
and return to the Premier Division. Having
come so close to losing the club in the late
80s, Peter Aiken and the board realised
that the old Avenue Ground had begun to
outlive its purpose and brokered a deal
with Tesco and the landowners, the Duchy
of Cornwall, to develop a new stadium for
the club. The move saw Dorchester Town
establish themselves in the Southern
Premier in the early 90s, before Stuart
Morgan took over and led the club to sixth
in 1994/95 and fourth in 1997/98, along
with cup success including reaching the
FA Cup First Round Proper once again,
where they were knocked out away at
Oxford United,

That season also saw the club reach the
last sixteen of the FA Trophy. Having
beaten Slough, Sutton, and Salisbury, the
club hosted Woking at a sold-out Avenue
Stadium. In a highly eventful game that
will go down in club folklore, the Cards
(and eventual winners) scored in the last
minute to win 3-2. After a poor start to the
1999/2000 season, manager Stuart Morgan
was relieved of his position as manager
and was replaced by Mark Morris. Morris
was able to steer the club out of the
relegation zone in his first season but was
unable to repeat the feat the following
season when the Magpies lost the Premier
Division place they had held for fourteen
seasons. That season did see the club 

 cont...



DORCHESTER TOWN
HISTORY

again reach the FA Cup First Round
Proper, where, despite taking the lead,
they lost 2-1 away to high-flying Wigan
Athletic.

The Magpies threatened to regain their
Premier Division status in their first season
in the Eastern Division but finished in third
place. However, they achieved their
objective the following season, when after
a fine campaign with only five defeats, the
club returned to the Premier Division as
Champions.In the first season back in the
Premier Division, the club reached the
play-offs for promotion to the newly
launched Conference South. Having won
away at Bath City, a swan-song Matty
Holmes performance inspired the stripes
to a 2-0 victory over Tiverton at Exeter
City’s St James’ Park to become founding
members of the Conference South. The
Magpies almost reached the play-offs
once again in their inaugural season in the
Conference South, but missed out on
another promotion opportunity on the
final day of the season. The following
season saw Mark Morris resign to be
replaced by Mick Jenkins. Jenkins reign
was short lived and the club went through
a handful of managers until former
Dorchester player and reserve team
manager Phil Simkin took over. The club
stalwart guided the Magpies to their
greatest FA Cup triumph in the modern
era as the club beat Plymouth Argyle 1-0 in
the first round proper, in a match televised 

live. The reward was a trip to Luton Town
in the second round, where the Magpies
narrowly lost 2-1 in a pulsating game.
Simkin would lead the Magpies to eight in
the Conference South the following
season, before financial difficulties hit the
club and they were subsequently
relegated to the Southern Premier League
South. Whilst the club fought to get its
finances back in order, the club spent
many years in the wilderness, constantly
fighting against relegation.

That would eventually change when
former player Glenn Howes returned to
the club as manager and sparked a revival.
That revival was further enhanced when
Howes invited Tommy Killick to return to
the club half way through the 23/24
season, to take over as manager, with
Howes becoming his number two. Killick -
an Avenue cult hero in his playing days -
had seen remarkable success as manager
at Poole Town, spanning well over a
decade. Howes had been his number two
at Poole for a number of years before
embarking on his own managerial career,
where he led Blackfield & Langley from
the Wessex 1 to the Southern Premier
League. Now reunited, the pair led
Dorchester to 9th place in the 2023/24
season, before reaching the play-offs the
following season. The Magpies would lose
out to eventual play-off winners AFC
Totton in the last minute of extra-time in a
remarkable game.

 cont...



DORCHESTER TOWN
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Ryan Hall Goalkeeper Hall returned to the
club on a permanent deal this summer,
having previously enjoyed a loan spell with
the Magpies from Aldershot Town during
the 2022/23 season. Following his time
with Aldershot, the keeper spent two
campaigns with Isthmian Premier Division
side Bognor Regis Town before linking up
with boss Glenn Howes, who also signed
him during his initial loan spell at The
Avenue, at Gosport Borough last season.

Harvey-Joe Bertrand An attacking right-
back who is also comfortable in central
defence, Bertrand is another returning
Magpie back home at The Avenue this
summer. Having made more than 50
appearances following his debut in 2022,
when he joined on dual registration from
Blackfield & Langley, the defender
returned for a second spell after signing
from Bashley in June 2026. The former
AFC Bournemouth academy full-back also
has Southern League experience with
Wimborne Town.

Ieuan Turner A former U18s and U23s
captain who has progressed through to
the senior side, Turner made his Southern
League debut for the club in 2023 and,
prior to this season, had made 70 first
team appearances in the heart of the
Magpies defence. The promising central
defender returned to The Avenue this
summer fresh from a loan spell at Bashley,
where he gained valuable Southern
League Division One South experience
during the previous campaign.

Will Spetch Club captain Spetch joined
the club in September 2023 from
neighbours Poole Town. A hugely
experienced centre back, Spetch made
over 450 appearances for the Dolphins,
before switching to the Magpies where he
is now in his fourth season. Having nearly
reached a century of appearances in black
and white in the Magpies defence, Spetch
has also proved a major aerial threat from
set-pieces, scoring 13 goals in that time -
including a memorable last gasp injury-

time header at Hungerford on the final
day of the 2024/25 season, which secured
a play-off place. The defender also took on
the role of player/coach as part of Glenn
Howes’ management staff this past
summer.

Ollie Haste A versatile left-sided defender,
Haste signed with Dorchester Town
permanently from Yeovil Town in August
2024, following an impressive season on
loan. Haste’s all action displays during his
season-long loan saw him win the
Supporters’ Player of the Season award,
and he further delighted Magpies fans by
making the move permanent the
following summer, despite interest from
numerous other clubs. Previously won the
Southern Premier League South whilst on
loan at Truro City and also spent a period
on loan at his hometown club Barnstaple.

Tega Agberhiere A former Republic of
Ireland youth international, Agberhiere
signed in June 2026 having been part of
the AFC Totton squad that won promotion
to the National League South in the
2024/25 campaign. The attacking full-back
arrived at The Avenue having progressed
through the academy at Waterford in
Ireland to U19 level, and then gained
experience playing in the USA on a soccer
scholarship at Western Texas College,
before making a move to Norwegian Third
Division side Florø SK. Following a season
in Norway, the left sided defender then
made the switch back to the UK with
Totton in October 2024, with one of his
first appearances coming against the
Magpies in the FA Trophy.

Corby Moore Vice-captain Moore joined
the Magpies from Poole Town in
September 2023 after making 260
appearances for the Dolphins and helping
them win promotion to the National
League South. The central midfielder
began his career with Southampton
before spells in the United States with Indy
Eleven and a return to England with
Forest Green Rovers, Bishop’s Stortford 



DORCHESTER TOWN
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and Chelmsford City. Arriving at The
Avenue alongside Will Spetch in 2023,
Moore quickly established himself as a key
part of the Magpies midfield and set-piece
specialist, and prior to the start of the new
season, he had made 127 appearances in
black and white - the most of any player in
the current squad.

Matt Buse Buse joined Dorchester Town
in July 2024 from National League South
side Truro City. A combative central
midfielder, he has extensive experience at
Step One and Two of the non-league
ladder, having previously featured clubs
including Yeovil Town, Torquay United and
Weymouth, whilst also making over 100
appearances for Taunton Town. In his
debut season at The Avenue, Buse was a
regular in the Magpies side, showing both
his defensive and attacking versatility with
appearances in addition to his usual
central midfield role at wing-back and
further forward in attacking midfield, as
well as chipping in with his share of goals.

Tom Purrington Central midfielder
Purrington returned to Dorchester Town
this past summer after initially enjoying a
loan spell at the club from Plymouth
Argyle in 2019, before joining permanently
for the duration of the 2021/22 campaign.
The Exeter-born midfielder progressed
through Argyle’s academy, earning a
professional contract and making his first-
team debut in the EFL Trophy in 2018.
Having gone on to feature for Tiverton
Town, Plymouth Parkway and most
recently Taunton Town all at Southern
League Premier South level over recent
seasons, Purrington is now back in the
Magpies midfield for a third spell.

Lewis Toms Back at The Avenue for a
second spell, Toms impressed while
progressing through from our U18s and
U23s to the senior squad, with the central
midfielder making his Southern League
debut at just 16 years old back in the
2022/23 season under boss Glenn Howes.
The midfielder returned this past summer 

having gained valuable first team
experience with Portland United,
Winchester City and Brockenhurst over
the past couple of seasons.

Jack Winsor Former Torquay United
midfielder Winsor progressed through the
club's academy before signing his first
professional contract at Plainmoor, and he
has since gone on to gain valuable
Southern League experience with Willand
Rovers and, more recently, AFC Bideford,
where he made more than 100
appearances across the past three and
half seasons. Winsor signed in August
2026 having impressed boss Glenn Howes
during pre-season.

Ethan Taylor A prolific goalscorer, former
Southampton academy striker Taylor
scored 80 goals in just over 200
appearances for AFC Totton, playing a key
role in the team's rise through the
Southern League. During his time with the
Stags, he helped the side secure two
promotions in three seasons, which
included scoring their decisive winning
goal in the 2024/25 play-off final. Having
joined Gosport Borough last summer, and
after enjoying a productive campaign with
another double-digit goal tally, scoring 13
league goals, the forward reunites with
boss Glenn Howes once again having
worked with him at both Totton and
Gosport to become the Magpies new No 9.

Jayden Nielsen A wide player comfortable
on either wing, Nielsen arrived at
Dorchester Town this summer following
two seasons with Taunton Town. A former
Bristol City apprentice, the winger also
spent a number of successful years with
Bristol Manor Farm in the Southern
League Division One South, making a big
contribution as they reached two play-off
finals in three seasons, and which also
included being voted in the Southern
League Division One South Team of the
Season during his last campaign playing
at this level in 2023/24.
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Matty Burrows Former AFC Totton,
Wimborne Town and Portland United
winger Burrows arrived at The Avenue in
June 2026 following a season at
Weymouth. The pacey forward, who off
the pitch works as an academy coach at
Champion Sports Group based at the
stadium, has a history with winning the
Southern League Division One South,
having been a part of the AFC Totton
squad that won the title in the 2022/23
season, as well as spending a spell on loan
at Wimborne during their title-winning
campaign the following year. 

Freddie Beale A talented hometown
winger, Beale was part of AFC
Bournemouth’s academy for several years
before joining Eastleigh where he has
progressed through their academy over
the past three seasons. Having signed for
Magpies boss Glenn Howes ahead of the
upcoming 2026/27 season, the teenage
forward has also gained valuable first
team experience with Portland United
and, more recently, Brockenhurst, where
during an impressive campaign he scored
15 goals and scooped the Supporters’
Player of the Season award.

Fin Murray Previously part of Eastleigh's
academy, Murray arrived at The Avenue
following a season with Gosport Borough
where he impressed as part of their U18s
side and progressed into the first team
setup - which included making his full
senior debut under now-Magpies boss
Glenn Howes in the Hampshire Senior Cup
in early 2026. The forward, who usually
plays just behind the striker in the number
10 role, also made his Southern League
Premier South debut for Gosport on the
final day of last season. 

Glenn Howes – Manager Former Magpies
midfielder Howes has a long association
with the club and needs little introduction
to supporters – known for his all action
and fully committed displays in the heart
of the midfield during his playing days in
black and white, he returned to the club
over 15 years later in the dugout as
manager, where he and his coaching staff
turned the club around and oversaw a
revival in our fortunes, before later linking
up with Tom Killick as his assistant which
led to us finishing in the play-off places
the season before last. After making the
hard decision to depart the club after four
years last summer, and following a season
as manager at league rivals Gosport
Borough, Howes returned home to The
Avenue for a second spell in charge in May
2026. Howes also has history with the
Southern League Division One South title -
having first been appointed as Magpies
manager in 2021 from AFC Totton, who at
the time sat top of the division, he also
previously won that league title with
Blackfield & Langley during an incredibly
successful five-year spell.



Here we are again, the start of another season.

The pre-season and the opening matches of the season always sees
managers, players directors and supporters full of hope and optimism for
the season ahead.

“Cant wait to get started” is a common phrase used on players social
media when they have just signed for a new club.

It is usually very enlightening to look back at how things are going with
players and clubs once a few months of the season have passed.

We have had five or six years of false dawns and misplaced optimism now.
It has had a very draining and negative impact on the whole club.

We have dropped three divisions during that time. Fair enough, the
National League was a step too far, as we all know to play at that level
these days, you have to either have a big fanbase for the level or large
backing from a rich owner or sponsor.

Even the National League South is becoming harder and as we saw in the
Southern Premier South last season, the likes of Poole and Walton &
Hersham are reportedly paying good money to try and gain promotion.

We are starting today at a level we have not been at for a very long time,
ourselves and Dorchester will have a target on our backs this season, with
good stadiums, attendances and reputations for playing at higher levels.
All of that means nothing though. We have seen many times teams with
big followings struggle to handle the pressure that goes with it. 

If we can start ok and get the majority behind us it will be a big help. To get
where we want to be this season will require hard work, ability and the
right attitude. The last one of those I think will be the most important.

There will be a handful of clubs looking to be up there, we cannot afford to
underestimate anyone.

So, what a match to start the season!
‘till next time,
Up The Terras!

Woods Words

Rich

Richard Wood
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As a community football Club, Weymouth FC is no different to clubs up
and down the country all the way up to the Premier League who rely on
the teams of volunteers who help keep the club running smoothly all year
round. The stadium is large, and requires a huge amount of maintenance,
and tender love and care, both to keep it looking as fresh as possible, and
to keep it at maximum functionality. And with that, they bring a shared
pride and passion for the Weymouth Football Club. From all walks of life,
there is a surprising number of jobs these volunteers do.  

Throughout the year, the Groundsmen, under the guidance of Head
Groundsman Iain Stone, are here numerous times a week, keeping the
pitch in tip-top shape. Now in the offseason, they are already getting the
pitch prepared for next season. Scarifying, reseeding, mowing and
weeding are all jobs they keep on top of to make certain that when the
new season's pre-season friendlies start, the pitch is as good as they can
make it. Add on top of that, marking the pitch for each match when the
Club is back to playing late in the summer is another of the groundsmens'
jobs.

Another stalwart of the year-round maintenance is The Monday Club.
Started in 2020 by Ricky Young and the late Pete Pavey, week on week
throughout the entire year, the men from The Monday Club are down
every Monday doing all the painting and maintenance of the ground as it
becomes necessary. With everyone chipping in, with whatever skills they
have to help out, or else just here to offer whatever they can, the banter
and camaraderie of this friendly team is second to none. It even has some
ex-Weymouth players in their ranks, including ex-goalkeeper and head of
team Steve Bacon, who played for three seasons for the Club back in the
day. Starting with a cup of tea and a catch up with each other, they get to
work painting, cleaning, litter picking, sweeping, welding and repairing
whatever it is necessary to do. Weymouth supporters all - you will find
them at every home game and many away fixtures - they turn their
support into practical help to again keep things tidy and running smoothly. 

But, by and large, the biggest group of volunteers are our matchday
volunteers, who turn up for a couple of hours early every game to make
sure that they are ready to welcome the hundreds, and sometimes
thousands, of fans who are all on their way down to enjoy a game of
football. The volunteers do a wide variety of matchday tasks, everything
from working the gate on the carpark, working in the ticket office or the
turnstiles, selling half-time draw tickets or the Golden Goal scratchcards,
stewarding in their Hi-Viz during the match, or working one of the 

Volunteering @  WFC
Trevor, The WFC Monday Club



numerous kiosks on the ground, their quiet confidence at their job is one
of the main things that make match days run so smoothly. And for many of
these, as a thankyou from the Club for their time, many get a free ticket for
the match. So once the work is done, it is time to kick back and enjoy the
game with everyone else.

It is a huge amount of people to organise, and this is done under the
leadership of Claire Pavey, the Weymouth FC volunteer co-ordinator,
whose experience of many years doing this job ensures that is all runs
smoothly and calmly.

Volunteers are people from all walks of life, and all ages. Getting involved,
one thing they all enjoy is that atmosphere of being part of the very special
Weymouth FC community. Like you, the volunteers are also all fans of the
club, and live the same joys and disappointments as everyone else. But
being part of the behind-the-scenes activities of the club give a special
feeling, and the pride and passion they all share is clear to see.

The appreciation and support they get back from WFC, for all their hard
work and effort, ensure they all feel valued by the Club.

Volunteering @  WFC

Trevor

Trevor, The WFC Monday Club
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It’s been a busy summer for all of us in the Women’s team - as is always the
way. With a strong finish to last season resulting in a second place finish and a
promotion as a result we have done well to retain the large majority of our
squad heading into the new campaign.

With the squad being as young as it is, we are confident they will continue to
develop as players and set their own expectations high for the coming
campaign.

I was delighted to welcome Tony Sapsford back to the club, this time returning
as Assistant Manager - having been goalkeeper coach in previous years. Tony is
someone that I work very well with and share a lot of common ideas and
expectations when it comes to what we want to achieve and how we want to
achieve it. I am confident going into the coming season that we can deliver to
the players training sessions that will help elevate there level and intensity and
help us collectively achieve our shared goal of continually improving and
establishing strong foundations as a setup for the future of women’s football in
the local area.

Alongside all of our retained players we are also looking forward to welcoming
some new faces, which should be happening very soon, who we believe will
take the team up to another level as we look to have a strong first season back
in the Dorset league Division 1!

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to AFC Bournemouth Women
who will be playing their home games at the Bob Lucas Stadium next season,
hopefully allowing the club to create a lasting and meaningful connection with
one of the biggest clubs in the country as we look to develop and grow well in
to the future!

Finally, the women’s team is well into its pre season this year - with the effort
the girls have put in thus far being a massively positive and real benefit from us
all to see this early on. It is important that we test ourselves this year to keep
the intensity and ambition of the squad as high as possible - which we have
done so far with tough games against Dorchester and Wells City. I am sure this
Sunday will be no different when we make the short trip down south to play
Portland, which I’m sure will be a good game for all involved! As always fans are
more than welcome and your travelling support means a lot to all of us at
Weynouth FC Women!

Looking ahead to today’s game, what a way to start the season! Home to
Dorchester is always one of, if not the, biggest games in the Southern League
and I am sure today will be no different. All of us will be coming along to
support the boys and we hope to see everyone there, COYT!

Weymouth FCWomen

Alfie



www.windowmanweymouth.co.uk

01305 780044
28 Old Parish Lane, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 08Y

Full house of energy
efficient uPVC Windows 

Full range of
Composite Doors

Bifolding Doors

Garden Rooms

Replacement Tiled Roof

Fascia Soffits & Guttering Full Extensions

New Conservatory

from£65 
PER MONTH

from£36 
PER MONTH

Composite door purchased at £1500
total price. Zero deposit . 14.9 % apr
60 x monthly payments of £35.61 - 

total amount payable £2137.37

Ease the burden of paying for new windows,
doors or a conservatory by spreading the cost
with one of our monthly instalment plans.
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By Matthew Badock, Editor of The NLP 

REFRESHED, recharged and ready to go – the full
2026-27 season is, at last, officially set for kick-
off.

Of course, Step 5&6 clubs are already on the go –
some have even played three or four games –
ahead of the, slightly later than usual, FA Cup
start this weekend.

But as well as the extra preliminary round
beginning – and keep an eye out for Step 4 clubs
starting cold against lower tiered opponents
whose engines are fully running – the new
campaign for Steps 1-4 are also under starter’s
orders.

At last. The World Cup was good in patches but
there’s nothing quite like a full fixture list.

All the pre-season talk, the hopes and
expectations are about to be fully tested when
the first ball gets banged into your penalty area
with the sun, no doubt, beating down.

Who will get off to a flyer? Who will thrive in the
early months but fall away when the weather gets
ugly? Who will stumble out of the blocks but
regain their composure?

Whatever league you are most interested in, you
will have your favourites and dark horses. But the
beauty of Non-League football is, despite the
annual budget talk, the unexpected always
happens.

Can Boreham Wood, minutes away from
promotion last term, shake-off any potential
hangover and start fast? How will the new Step 4
teams get on? Who will make the most of a
reprieve?

This year brings another level of interest with the
expansion of the play-offs at Steps 3&4 from four
teams to six.
It will mirror the format used by the National
League and Steps 1 and 2 that has been largely
deemed a success.

The champions will go up as usual with second
and third receiving byes into the semi-finals
where they will face victors from the fourth v
seventh game and fifth v sixth eliminator games.
Is it fair? Well, no play-off system is. But they do
keep more seasons alive for longer. When clubs
are fighting for every pound note they can get,
having plenty at stake at the back end of the
season can only be a good thing to draw in the
punters.

That’s for down the line after the long winter
months. For now we’ll enjoy watching game with
the sun on our necks.

Once again, we’re relishing covering every kick
along the way in The NLP every Sunday. Along
with the usual in-depth coverage our readers
have come to expect, we’ve got some new
features up our sleeve to. Make sure you grab a
copy each week – even better, subscribe!

So here we go! Have fun and enjoy the season.
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Secure your turf by contacting the club shop either via enquiries@wfcsa.co.uk or
pop in and see them on a match day.

Weymouth FC Supporters Association
09-01-55   /   44150902   /  Ref PitchSquares & your name

Pitch Squares
Select your Square online -

https://uptheterras.co.uk/pitch-
square-sponsorship-2026-27/

https://uptheterras.co.uk/pitch-square-sponsorship-2026-27/
https://uptheterras.co.uk/pitch-square-sponsorship-2026-27/
https://uptheterras.co.uk/pitch-square-sponsorship-2026-27/
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Ever thought of volunteering to 
help your local football club?

Therearemanydifferentvolunteer roles innon-leaguefootball
and Southern League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In’s online Volunteer Hub

is the place where you can find opportunities and contact your
local football club.

 

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk

to find out more



SHEETTEAM      
15:00 pm Kick Off
8th~August~2026

NEXT UP - Away @ Larkhall Athletic

GERARD BENFIELD
OAKLEY HANGER

HARRY HUTCHINSON
KIERAN DOUGLAS

MATT NEALE
BROOKLYN GENESINI

TOM BEARWISH
TOBY HOLMES

MITCHEL BEARDMORE
TOR SWANN

WILL KEITA
HARRY DILLON

ALFIE ROBINSON
STEFANOS STAVRIANOS

LEWIS BROWN
EUAN POLLOCK

CALVIN BROOKS
BEN MOSS

WES FOGDEN
AIDY SILVERSTEIN
RHUDY NTOUNDA

Wednesday 12  August 2026. th

Kick off 7:45pm

THE TERRAS THE MAGPIES

RYAN HALL (GK)
HARVEY-JOE BERTRAND
OLLIE HASTE
WILL SPETCH (C)
IEUAN TURNER
TOM PURRINGTON
FREDDIE BEALE
CORBY MOORE
ETHAN TAYLOR
MATT BUSE
MATTY BURROWS
TEGA AGBERHIERE
JACK WINSOR
JAYDEN NIELSEN
KYRAN SAMADI
LEWIS TOMS
FIN MURRAY

REFEREE  :
ASSISTANT  :
ASSISTANT  :

Pitching In Southern League
Division One South

Jamie Wells Glenn Howes

Pitching In Southern League
Division One South

OSCAR WHITING 
JORDAN WHITE 
COLIN HUBBARD 
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